Team 44 – ‘Muck ’n’ Malarkey’.  What’s in a name?
Having applied to an already fully subscribed Help for Heroes 4X4 European Rally in the autumn of 2009 and been put on the reserve list, we gave it no more thought until a phone call out of the blue the following January, asking us if we were still interested.  YES! – without any hesitation –  of course we were.

We have an ex-RAF 127 Land Rover Ambulance, which we’re currently converting to an expedition vehicle and we were looking for a chance to give it (and us) a good test run. What better way than 2000 miles for Help for Heroes - a charity that is very close to our hearts. 
First things first,  what to call our team?  Something to give us an identity; something more dynamic than ‘Team 44’.  Given that the overall theme of the rally was based on the book and TV series ‘Band of Brothers’ which follows the path of ‘Easy Compnay’ of the 506th Parachute Infantry Regiment after D-day, we endeavoured to stick with the theme.  After much ‘Googling’ we were reminded of two characters from the original roll of Easy Company – Sgt Warren ‘Skip’ Muck and Tech Sgt Donald Malarkey.  An apt pairing we thought for such an event.  We had our name; we got the T-shirts printed.

Digging deeper we found that Tech Sgt Donald Malarkey is still alive and well and living in Oregon USA, (with his own Facebook page!)  while sadly his brother in arms, Sgt Warren ‘Skip’ Muck, had been killed during fighting around the village of Foy in the Ardennes during the latter days of the Battle of the Bulge.  By coincidence, Muck had been killed on 10th January 1944 – a date shared with Simon’s birthday - another coincidence connecting us to our namesake. 
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Donald Malarkey (2008)
  TSgt Donald Malarkey (WW2)
    Sgt Warren Muck (WW2)

The rally closely followed in the footsteps of the advancing British and American troops, as they fought to recapture occupied Europe, taking in the key battlefield sites and including many of the British and American war graves.  This was the history lesson we never had at school and was at times intensely moving.
Day six of the rally brought us to the Henri-Chapelle American Cemetery and Memorial at Plombières where nearly 8,000 US soldiers and airmen, are buried.  It occurred to us that, due to the close proximity to where Muck was killed in action, he may well have been buried here.  The power of the internet via a phone call home soon provided us with coordinates of Sgt Muck’s grave and we strode through the lines of white crosses to find where he lay.  Unfortunately, ‘Skip’ was not home – this was the wrong cemetery.  Undeterred and now on a mission, we made enquiries the following day at the Bastogne Museum. They informed us that many of the fallen from the Ardennes Offensive were buried at the Luxembourg US Cemetery and Memorial and so, that afternoon we cut away from the rally to punch through to Luxembourg and the US cemetery.

On arrival we were greeted by a member of the reception staff who, before we could fully explain our quest, presented us with a list of the names and plot numbers of six of the Band of Brothers buried in the cemetery, along with an aerial map highlighting their locations.  We had found the final resting place of Sgt Warren ‘Skip’ Muck, E Company, 506th Parachute Infantry Regiment, 101st Airborne Division.  The emotional impact of passing scores of identical stone crosses, and then to come upon one with the all too familiar name and unit was powerful and breathtaking.  For months leading up to the rally we had chatted and laughed at fundraising fairs and shows about our team name born out of these two characters, but now it was brought home to us how very real they were, and how real the ultimate sacrifice was, that one of them had to make.  
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Sgt Warren Muck  & Team Muck’n’Malarkey (Plombières, 2010)

We rejoined the rally later in the day, where the route took us through Foy and the woods of the Bois Jaques where Easy Company had been dug in during the Offensive, and passed the Band of Brothers memorial (donated in part by Tom Hanks).  All in all, a poignant day for Team Muck ‘n’ Malarkey.
The Help for Heroes 4X4 European Rally has been a fantastic experience on more levels than we could have anticipated; exciting, fun, thought-provoking and challenging, but it also gave us the unexpected opportunity to pay our respects to our own adopted fallen hero.
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Malarkey & Muck, Fort Benning Geogia, 1943/44
